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Giraffe
Giraffes are the tallest land animal in existence. Males
reach heights of 5.5 meters (18 ft) and weigh up to
1900kg. At birth, calves are approx 1.8 meters (6ft) tall
and weigh approximately 50-55kg. Giraffes have
extremely long necks which they use to reach browse high
in the trees. Surprisingly, they have only seven vertebrae
in their neck - the same as humans, mice and most other
mammals! However, the vertebrae in a giraffeâ€™s neck are
far more elongated.

even chewing on bones for extra minerals. They spend a
whopping 16-20 hours-per-day browsing. Giraffes have a
prehensile tongue which they use like fingers by curling it
around the leaves to pluck them easily from the branch.
Their tongue is very long&ndash; growing up to 40cm in
length!
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1900kg. At birth, calves are about 1.8 meters (6ft) tall and
weigh approximately 50-55kg. Giraffes have extremely
long necks which they use to reach browse high in the
trees. Surprisingly, they have only seven vertebrae in their
neck, the same as humans, mice and most other
mammals. However, the vertebrae in a giraffe&rsquo;s
neck are far more elongated.

Habitat
Giraffes are native to Africa and are reasonably
widespread. They are found in open woodlands and
savannah habitats.

Diet
A very long neck allows giraffes to reach all the leaves that
the smaller browsing animals cannot. In fact, the only
competition giraffes have for food is the elephant which
can use its trunk to reach branches, or simply push the
tree over! Giraffes are selective browsers feeding mainly
from varieties of Acacia and Combretum plant species.
From time to time, they are seen eating vines, herbs or

Rosie
Rosie arrived at Australia Zoo in November 2009, and she
came from Monarto Zoo in South Australia.
Rosie is a country girl at heart, she had received very little
hands on contact with people prior to coming to us so she
therefore took a while to start to trust us and feel
comfortable with people in close proximity to her. However
this didn't take very much time at all and now, Rosie is our
most confident animal. She is a wonderful animal to do
training with as she takes everything in her stride. In fact, if
she has her head in a bucket of food, a whole circus could
go past her and she wouldn't come up for air!Rosie
LOVES her food so much that she almost inhales it! That
is the one true road to Rosies heart - through her stomach.
Like our other females, Rosie is approaching the age
where she will hopefully start to breed. This is very
exciting for us and we are all crossing our fingers and toes
that we will have little giraffe calves running around soon.
&nbsp;
&nbsp;

1 of 2

Visit us: www.australiazoo.com/ouranimals/amazing-animals

2 of 2

